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A principal in the first degree is the person who actually commits the crime.  A principal in the second degree is a person who is present, aiding and abetting, by helping in some way in the commission of the crime.  Presence and consent alone are not sufficient to constitute aiding and abetting.  It must be shown that the defendant intended his words, gestures, signals or actions to in some way encourage, advise, or urge, or in some way help the person committing the crime to commit it.


A principal in the second degree is liable for the same punishment as the person who actually committed the crime.
