Instruction No. _____
A firearm is a weapon designed to expel a projectile by the explosion of gun powder, by spring mechanism, or by pneumatic pressure.  It is not necessary that the object actually have the capability of firing a projectile, provided that it retains enough of its parts that it has not lost its appearance as a firearm.

The existence of a firearm may be proved by circumstantial evidence, direct evidence, or both.
