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Proof of the exclusive personal possession by the defendant of recently stolen goods is a circumstance from which you may reasonably infer that the defendant was the thief unless the defendant offers a reasonable account of possession consistent with innocence which the Commonwealth has failed to prove untrue.
The term “recently” is a relative term.  The longer the period of time since the theft the more doubtful becomes the inference which may reasonably be drawn from unexplained possession.

“Exclusive personal possession” must be actual knowing possession.

“Exclusive personal possession” may be joint with another or others but it must be under circumstances which cause you to believe that the defendant has knowing joint possession.  It is not shown when the property is found on premises owned or occupied by others as well as the defendant, or in a place where others had equal opportunity or right of access, unless there is a further showing of actual knowing possession.

